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in property or equipment damage
greater than $25,000.

[71 FR 19644, Apr. 17, 2006]

§250.189 Reporting requirements for
incidents requiring immediate noti-
fication.

For an incident requiring immediate
notification under §250.188(a), you must
notify the District Manager via oral
communication immediately after aid-
ing the injured and stabilizing the situ-
ation. Your oral communication must
provide the following information:

(a) Date and time of occurrence;

(b) Operator, and operator represent-
ative’s, name and telephone number;

(c) Contractor, and contractor rep-
resentative’s name and telephone num-
ber (if a contractor is involved in the
incident or injury/fatality);

(d) Lease number, OCS area, and
block;

(e) Platform/facility name and num-
ber, or pipeline segment number;

(f) Type of incident or injury/fatality;

(g) Operation or activity at time of

incident (i.e., drilling, production,
workover, completion, pipeline, crane,
etc.); and

(h) Description of the incident, dam-
age, or injury/fatality.

[71 FR 19644, Apr. 17, 2006]

§250.190 Reporting requirements for
incidents requiring written notifi-
cation.

(a) For any incident covered under
§250.188, you must submit a written re-
port within 15 calendar days after the
incident to the District Manager. The
report must contain the following in-
formation:

(1) Date and time of occurrence;

(2) Operator, and operator represent-
ative’s name and telephone number;

(3) Contractor, and contractor rep-
resentative’s name and telephone num-
ber (if a contractor is involved in the
incident or injury);

(4) Lease number,
block;

(5) Platform/facility name and num-
ber, or pipeline segment number;

(6) Type of incident or injury;

(7) Operation or activity at time of
incident (i.e., drilling, production,
workover, completion, pipeline, crane
etc.);
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(8) Description of incident, damage,
or injury (including days away from
work, restricted work or job transfer),
and any corrective action taken; and

(9) Property or equipment damage es-
timate (in U.S. dollars).

(b) You may submit a report or form
prepared for another agency in lieu of
the written report required by para-
graph (a) of this section, provided the
report or form contains all required in-
formation.

(c) The District Manager may require
you to submit additional information
about an incident on a case-by-case
basis.

[71 FR 19644, Apr. 17, 2006]

§250.191 How does MMS conduct inci-
dent investigations?

Any investigation that MMS con-
ducts under the authority of sections
22(d)(1) and (2) of the Act (43 U.S.C.
1348(d)(1) and (2)) is a fact-finding pro-
ceeding with no adverse parties. The
purpose of the investigation is to pre-
pare a public report that determines
the cause or causes of the incident. The
investigation may involve panel meet-
ings conducted by a chairperson ap-
pointed by MMS. The following re-
quirements apply to any panel meet-
ings involving persons giving testi-
mony:

(a) A person giving testimony may
have legal or other representative(s)
present to provide advice or counsel
while the person is giving testimony.
The chairperson may require a ver-
batim transcript to be made of all oral
testimony. The chairperson also may
accept a sworn written statement in
lieu of oral testimony.

(b) Only panel members, and any ex-
perts the panel deems necessary, may
address questions to any person giving
testimony.

(c) The chairperson may issue sub-
poenas to persons to appear and pro-
vide testimony or documents at a panel
meeting. A subpoena may not require a
person to attend a panel meeting held
at a location more than 100 miles from
where a subpoena is served.

(d) Any person giving testimony may
request compensation for mileage, and
fees for services, within 90 days after
the panel meeting. The compensated
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expenses must be similar to mileage
and fees the U.S. District Courts allow.

[71 FR 19645, Apr. 17, 2006]

§250.192 What reports and statistics
must I submit relating to a hurri-
cane, earthquake, or other natural
occurrence?

(a) You must submit evacuation sta-
tistics to the Regional Supervisor for a
natural occurrence, such as a hurri-
cane, a tropical storm, or an earth-
quake. Statistics include facilities and
rigs evacuated and the amount of pro-
duction shut-in for gas and oil. You
must:

(1) Submit the statistics by fax or e-
mail (for activities in the MMS GOM
OCS Region, use Form MMS-132) as
soon as possible when evacuation oc-
curs. In lieu of submitting your statis-
tics by fax or e-mail, you may submit
them electronically in accordance with
30 CFR 250.186(a)(3);

(2) Submit the statistics on a daily
basis by 11 a.m., as conditions allow,
during the period of shut-in and evacu-
ation;

(3) Inform MMS when you resume
production; and

(4) Submit the statistics either by
MMS district, or the total figures for
your operations in an MMS region.

(b) If your facility, production equip-
ment, or pipeline is damaged by a nat-
ural occurrence, you must:

(1) Submit an initial damage report
to the Regional Supervisor within 48
hours after you complete your initial
evaluation of the damage. You must
use Form MMS-143, Facility/Equip-
ment Damage Report, to make this and
all subsequent reports. In lieu of sub-
mitting Form MMS-143 by fax or e-
mail, you may submit the damage re-
port electronically in accordance with
30 CFR 250.186(a)(3). In the report, you
must:

(i) Name the items damaged (e.g.,
platform or other structure, production
equipment, pipeline);

(ii) Describe the damage and assess
the extent of the damage (major, me-
dium, minor); and

(iii) Estimate the time it will take to
replace or repair each damaged struc-
ture and piece of equipment and return
it to service. The initial estimate need
not be provided on the form until avail-
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ability of hardware and repair capa-
bility has been established (not to ex-
ceed 30 days from your initial report).

(2) Submit subsequent reports
monthly and immediately whenever in-
formation submitted in previous re-
ports changes until the damaged struc-
ture or equipment is returned to serv-
ice. In the final report, you must pro-
vide the date the item was returned to
service.

[73 FR 64545, Oct. 30, 2008]

§250.193 Reports and investigations of
apparent violations.

Any person may report to MMS an
apparent violation or failure to comply
with any provision of the Act, any pro-
vision of a lease, license, or permit
issued under the Act, or any provision
of any regulation or order issued under
the Act. When MMS receives a report
of an apparent violation, or when an
MMS employee detects an apparent
violation after making an initial deter-
mination of the validity, MMS will in-
vestigate according to MMS proce-
dures.

§250.194 How must I protect archae-
ological resources?

(a) If the Regional Director has rea-
son to believe that an archaeological
resource may exist in the lease area,
the Regional Director will require in
writing that your EP, DOCD, or DPP
be accompanied by an archaeological
report. If the archaeological report
suggests that an archaeological re-
source may be present, you must ei-
ther:

(1) Locate the site of any operation
so as not to adversely affect the area
where the archaeological resource may
be; or

(2) Establish to the satisfaction of
the Regional Director that an archae-
ological resource does not exist or will
not be adversely affected by oper-
ations. This requires further archae-
ological investigation, conducted by an
archaeologist and a geophysicist, using
survey equipment and techniques the
Regional Director considers appro-
priate. You must submit the investiga-
tion report to the Regional Director for
review.

(b) If the Regional Director deter-
mines that an archaeological resource
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